
 

  

 
Mapping the Writer’s Heart 

Getting to Know You 

Learning the names of others, getting to know 
classmates, finding similarities, and 
differences, these are some of the 
cornerstones of building a classroom 
community.  Each PES class has been engaged 
in these social and emotional activities as we 
focus on the whole child.   

Through the lessons of Responsive Classroom, 
the teachers work hard to engage all learners 
on a personal level.  For instance, students 
have expressed their hopes and dreams for 
the year.  In writing, students have shared the 
things that fill their hearts.  At morning 
meeting, they are learning different ways to 
greet each other.    

The best way to start your day is when a friend 
greets you with a warm hello and calls you by 
name.  Everyone should feel that they’re a 
part of our Primrose community. 

 

The Primrose Press 
September 20, 2017 

 

ELEPHANT APPRECIATION DAY 

This Friday, September 22nd is National Elephant 
Appreciation Day.  Thinking about elephants left a 
few residents scratching heads and wondering 
why is the elephant so important to Somers?  Why 
is the Elephant Hotel called the Elephant Hotel?  
Why are we Tuskers? 

The story begins back in 1804 when Old Bet, 
known as Betty then, came to America.  A Somers 
resident, Hachaliah Bailey, spotted Bet and 
purchased her in 1808, bringing her home to 
Somers.  Bailey would charge neighbors for a 
peek of his elephant, a rare sight in these parts. 

Bailey stepped away from farm life and began 
showing Bet and other animals in an early version 
of Circus Life.  He took his animals on the road 
and showed them in other towns.  Sadly, Bet was 
killed on a trip to Maine in 1816 and was buried 
along Route 4 in Alfred, Maine. 

Bailey took some of the money he’d saved and 
built the Elephant Hotel and a monument to Old 
Bet since she had made it all possible. Guests to 
the Elephant Hotel can visit an exhibit to learn 
about Old Bet and the Early American Circus.  
Though Bet may be gone, she was a large part of 
life in Somers for quite a while and her Elephant 
Pride lives on in Tusker Nation. 

ELEPHANT JOKES AND RIDDLES 

Q: What do an elephant and a tree have in 
common? 

A: They both have trunks. 

Q: How do you stop an elephant from charging? 

A: Take away his credit card! 

Q: What do you call an elephant in a phone booth? 

A: Stuck 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

Don’t forget!  
Upcoming Events: 

9/21 & 9/22 – School Closed 

9/25 – SEPTA Meeting 10 AM – 12 PM 

9/26 - School Pictures 

9/27 – Second Grade Open House at 7PM 

9/28 – English as a New Language  

Open House at SMS Library - 6 PM 

 

 

OTHER REMINDERS 

- Be sure to share all updated health 
information with Mrs. Pond as soon as 
possible. 

- Always have your ID ready when visiting 
or picking up from PES. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAY CHEESE  

Don’t forget to pick out your outfit for 

Picture Day: Tuesday, September 26th! 

 

SAFETY FIRST 

As part of an educational community, students 

learn how to stay safe.  Primrose Elementary has 

conducted many evacuation drills (formerly known 

as fire drills) this month.  With every drill, the 

students are exiting the building faster, safer, and 

more quietly!  The week of September 25th we 

anticipate conducting our first lockdown drill.  It 

will be a teaching drill; students and staff will be 

talked through the process step by step.  In 

October, we will be practicing how to leave the 

school quickly by doing the NYS required fifteen-

minute early dismissal drill.  Throughout the year, 

we will be practicing many emergency drills: lock 

outs, lock downs, as well as an evacuation and 

relocation to SHS.  In preparing for and practicing 

the procedures for many potential emergencies, 

we ensure that students are safely prepared to 

face any and all situations.  For more information 

on the SCSD safety procedures check out the 

following link:  

http://www.somersschools.org/Page/3783 

LIBRARY VOLUNTEERS 

The PES Library is looking for a few good 
volunteers.  Our staff would like your 
assistance in checking books in and out as well 
as prepping for any upcoming projects.  
Volunteers should be available a consistent 
two times per month.  Interested? Please 
download the form and send in the response 
with your child. 

https://www.somersschools.org/cms/lib/NY019
13963/Centricity/Domain/11/library%20voluntee
r.pdf 
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Primrose.  No Place for Hate… 

 

…but it sure is a place for smiles! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SEPTA Announcements 
 
Tuesday, September 26th  
Coffee and Conversation 10 am – noon  
Join us for casual conversation and a chance to 
meet other parents in the district who have a 
child in any grade who learns differently or has 
social or other needs.  Your child does not need to 
be currently receiving support services for you to 
attend.  Other parents are our best 
resources.  Come meet some of them and tap into 
this breadth of knowledge and experience. Please 
RSVP at rsvpforsepta@gmail.com for meeting 
location.   
 
Yankee Candle Fundraiser  
SEPTA is pleased to once again be offering Yankee 
Candle products as a fundraiser this year.  SEPTA 
earns valuable dollars for every item sold and 
donates back to the district grades K-12. 
Ask friends, relatives and neighbors to make a tax-
deductible purchase. You can also register Online 
as a Seller at www.yankeecandlefundraising.com 
and invite family and friends to buy direct (saving 
you from collection and delivery responsibilities). 
Complete instructions for online ordering and 
each school's unique group number is included in 
the brochures that students have brought home. 
Students will earn valuable prizes for their sales 
efforts. Orders are due back October 13th and 
delivery is expected the week of November 13th.  
Contact Denise Donnelly at 
denisendan26@optimum.net with any 
questions.  Thank you for your support! 
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